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Multiculturalism and nation-building 


I am pleased to welcome you to Together. I hope you will find it even 
more interesting and useful than its predecessor, Cultures Canada. Its 
debut is a good occasion to reflect on the role of multiculturalism in nation- 
building, as we look forward to the promise of a new decade, and to a 
Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship. 

Few Canadians today would deny the cultural diversity of our society. It 
is part of our daily reality on the streets, at work, in school, and at play. In 
polls, we rank our multicultural diversity near the top as one of our quintes- 
sential national characteristics. 

This diversity is evolving from day to day, but it has been with us, in some 
form, throughout our history. We have dealt with it in different ways, as we 
struggled to create a cohesive nation. We have also watched, often with 
dismay, the failure of other nations to deal with cultural diversity, and 
minorities, within their borders. 

What have we learned about building political unity in a culturally diverse 
society? 

We have learned that there are several options we can pursue: assimila- 
tion, segregation, status quo multiculturalism, and official multiculturalism. 
Assimilation has been tried. It was, quite rightly, opposed by aboriginal 
Canadians, French-speaking Canadians, and many other Canadians. Our 
history has proven such policies can only lead to destabilization and a crisis 
of national identity — a withdrawal of loyalty to the state. Segregation is 
morally repugnant to Canadians; we are not about to introduce here what we 
are trying to end elsewhere. Recently, we have heard arguments that since 
Canada is already a multicultural society, a multicultural policy is unneces- 
sary. This status quo multiculturalism views cultural diversity as an 
innocuous, passive reality. It glosses over the frustrations built up by 
encountering systemic discrimination — sometimes polite, sometimes 
unacknowledged; the stresses faced by first-generation Canadians trying to 
integrate into Canadian society; and the tensions that inter-group misunder- 
standings can produce. Only a short-sighted government would overlook 
these threats to nation-building. 

I believe that our policy of multiculturalism is a significant departure from 
the multiculturalism of yesteryear. We signal this with a formal declaration 
that multiculturalism is a fundamental characteristic of our society. The 
Canadian Multiculturalism Act (1988) makes that declaration, and requires 
all departments of government to take into account our cultural diversity in 
their decision-making; lest they forget, Parliament will hold them account- 
able. The new Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship represents 
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Happy 
Birthday! 


This year marks the 25th 


anniversary of the inauguration 
of Canada’s tlag. Join in the 
birthday celebration on 
February 1Sth. 


another step in integrating cultural diversity into the decision-making apparatus 
of the state. By linking citizenship to cultural diversity, we enhance and 
develop a national identity in which multiculturalism is a fundamental 
ingredient — a critical step in nation-building. 

Yet some continue to argue that the state should not embrace our cultural 
diversity; that it is impossible to forge a national identity from a multiplicity of 
cultures. But they fail to recognize the fact that there is more unity than 
diversity in our culture. 

There is much we do share. Canadians of all backgrounds espouse the demo- 
cratic way of life; we are united in wanting to elect our leaders, to hold them 
accountable, and to have a say in government policy. In return, we all commit 
ourselves to respecting the laws of the land and the basic values set out in our 
constitution. With regard to our economic system, most Canadians believe that 
the forces of supply and demand can best allocate our society’s scarce resources. 
Our differences are limited to those aspects of culture — such as language 
abilities, religion, artistic traditions, customs and social practices — which add 
spice and richness to our lives. Multiculturalism, therefore, is not anti- 
mainstream Canada, it is mainstream Canada. 

Those dimensions of culture which lend variety to our lives, however, are the 
very elements that are used by racists to treat many of us as second-class 
citizens. In a nation that has declared itself multicultural, second-class citizen- 
ship is intolerable. 

From the preceding, we can assert the following: multiculturalism is an 
egalitarian and anti-racist philosophy and program. 

Philosophically, multiculturalism is a way of thinking about cultural diver- 
sity which emphasizes that all citizens have equal political, social, and cultural 
rights. And it views cultural differences as features of social life which must be 
incorporated into the functioning of the state. To do otherwise would be to 
allow our cultural differences to destabilize society. With regard to racism, 
multiculturalism holds that it is at best pseudo-scientific nonsense, and at worst 
a blatant fraud. 

Programmatically, multiculturalism seeks to preserve, enhance and share 
the elements of our cultural diversity by, among other things, supporting the 
teaching of heritage languages, establishing chairs of ethnic studies and by 
encouraging various artistic productions. In this endeavour, it recognizes the 
need for an active partnership with the community, with institutions and with all 
levels of government as we pursue the important task of nation-building. 
Multiculturalism is also dedicated to the eradication of racism by relentlessly 
exposing its pseudo-scientific and fraudulent assumptions and by bringing about 
changes in social institutions that perpetuate inequality on the basis of cultural 
and physical differences. 

I do hope that the above will help the reader to better understand the 
objectives of nation-building to which the policy of multiculturalism is directed. 


A 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of State, Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
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What's wrong with this picture? 


Most of us would agree that adver- 
tising can be a powerful force in 
shaping public perceptions and even 
behaviour. In addition to telling us to 
buy this product or use that service, 
advertising sends out a host of more 
subtle, but still effective, messages 
about appropriate social behaviour and 
attitudes. 

For some groups in Canada, 
inadequate or stereotyped representa- 
tion in the media — including adver- 
tising messages — can constitute a 
barrier to full participation in Cana- 
dian society. It is important, therefore, 
that members of all groups be por- 
trayed not only as having a wide range 
of areas of expertise, roles and respon- 
sibilities, but also as making a 
significant contribution to society. 

The Centre for Research-Action on 
Race Relations (CRARR) is one 
organization that is concerned about 
how visible and ethnic minorities are 
represented in advertising, particularly 
in the province of Quebec. Last 
November in Montreal, the centre 
hosted a conference entitled “Visible 
Minorities: New Markets to Dis- 
cover”. Over 180 people attended, 
including government and industry 


representatives, and members of 
various community groups. 

During the day-long session, panel 
members led discussions focusing on 
the profitability and social benefits of 
portraying visible minorities in 
advertising. Topics included demo- 
graphic movements and changing 
ethnicity patterns, minority market 
behaviours, and government and 
industry policy initiatives on advertis- 
ing and minorities. 

In another part of the Conference 
program, panelists representing 


various companies used corporate case 
studies to outline specific marketing, 
advertising and sales strategies 
designed to attract growing ethnic 
markets. 

One of several urban race relations 
organizations currently operating in 
Canada, CRARR’s objective is to 
promote the integration of minorities 
and aboriginal people living in urban 
areas into all sectors of Quebec and 
Canadian society, particularly the 
economic sector. 
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Canadian Herifage Languages Institute 


On September 27, 1989, Multicultu- | 60 languages”. As many again are 


ralism and Citizenship Minister Gerry 
Weiner gave new life to plans for a 
Canadian Heritage Languages Institute 
in Edmonton. It is hoped that his 
reintroduction of Bill C-37, first 
proposed before the 1988 fall federal 
elections, will allow the Institute to 
become operational in 1990. 

The motivation for establishing 
such an institute is clear. According to 
Mr. Weiner, “there are currently 
129 000 students enrolled in 1557 
supplementary heritage language 
schools across the country studying 


studying heritage languages within the 
provincial school systems. 

The work of the institute will be 
carried out in consultation with those 
organizations, schools and govern- 
ments involved in heritage language 
instruction and, together with their 
students, these bodies stand to be 
important beneficiaries. 

The institute’s activities will include 
the development of national programs 
in teacher training, the preparation and 
dissemination of Canadian-oriented 
learning materials, research into other 


aspects of Canada’s heritage lan- 
guages, and general public education. 

Most of the $6.5 million the insti- 
tute will receive from the Department 
of Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
over its first five years will go to an 
endowment fund, thus ensuring its 
continued existence. 

If you would like to receive a copy 
of Bill C-37, write to: Publications 
Distribution, Communication Branch, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OMS. 
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On the scholarly side ... 


Encouraging and supporting the 
development of ethnic studies is a 
priority for Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. One way the 
department does this is by creating en- 
dowments to establish both unicultural 
and thematic Chairs of Study at 
Canadian universities. 

Last fall, as part of the endowment 
program, Minister Gerry Weiner 
awarded Montreal’s Concordia 
University $400,000 to establish the 
Chair in Hindu Studies. The new 
Chair, which is housed in the 
University’s Department of Religion, 
will promote in-depth research into the 
life of the Hindu community — 
including its traditions and literature 
— within the Canadian context. 

Although the first of its kind at 
Concordia, the Hindu Chair is the 
fifteenth such academic Chair to 
receive funding from the Department 


since the endowment program began 
in 1977. Other recently established 
Chairs of Study in ethnic research 
include the first thematic chair in 


Canada, the Robert F. Harney Profes- 
sorship and Program in Ethnic, 
Immigration and Pluralism Studies 
(University of Toronto), the Chair in 
German-Canadian Studies (University 
of Winnipeg) and the Chair in Urdu 
Language and Culture (McGill 
University). A second thematic chair 
— in Canadian Ethnic Studies — is to 
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Update on the new department 


On September 15, 1988, Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney announced 
the government’s intention to establish 
the Department of Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship. In creating the new 
department, the federal government 
strongly endorsed multiculturalism as 
a central feature of Canadian citizen- 
ship. Since the Prime Minister’s 
announcement, there has been consid- 
erable activity in the House of 
Commons and in Parliamentary 
Committees concerning multicultural- 
ism in general, and the new depart- 
ment in particular. 

At the time of writing, Bill C-18 — 
the legislation which will create the 
new department — had passed second 
reading in the House of Commons; the 
third and final reading is expected to 
take place sometime this winter. 

The primary responsibility of the 


new department, as laid out in Bill 
C-18, will be to ensure that all Cana- 
dians have the opportunity to parti- 
cipate fully and without discrimination 
in Canadian society. Two themes are 
central: the promotion of Canadian 
pluralism, and the encouragement of 
an active and informed citizenry. 
More specifically, the Minister of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship is 
mandated to: 
¢ “promote among all members of 
Canadian society an understanding of 
the values inherent in Canadian 
citizenship and encourage participation 
in the social, cultural, political and 
economic life of Canada, and 
* promote among all members of 
Canadian society a greater awareness 
and understanding of human rights, 
fundamental freedoms and related 
values.” 


be established at the University of 
Calgary in 1990. 

Another departmental initiative to 
promote ethnic studies in Canada is the 
Canadian Ethnic Studies Program, 
which encourages and supports 
scholarly research relating to the 
multicultural nature of Canadian 
society in the humanities and social 
sciences. 

Since 1973, the Canadian Ethnic 
Studies Advisory Committee 
(CESAC) has worked with the pro- 
gram as an independent advisory body. 
Comprised of six to eight scholars 
from a range of disciplines and 
universities across the country, 
CESAC reviews requests submitted to 
the Canadian Ethnic Studies Program 
for financial support for scholarly 
research, visiting lectureships, ethnic 
studies conferences or symposia, 
fellowships and Chairs of Study. 


In order to fulfill its mandate, the 
department will work with a variety of 
organizations and institutions to help 
break down the barriers and limitations 
that can prevent Canadians from 
participating fully in defining and 
building the nation’s future. 

Here are some of the areas in which 
the new department is working: 

* race relations 
* community support and 
participation 

heritage cultures and languages 

citizenship education 

literacy 

human rights 

voluntary action 

Together will provide readers with 
regular updates. 
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Progress on Japanese Canadian redress 


On September 22, 1988, the Cana- 
dian government announced that it had 
achieved a comprehensive agreement 
with representatives of the Japanese 
Canadian community for injustices 
committed during and after World War 
Il. The Japanese Canadian Redress 
Secretariat (JCRS) was set up in 
December, 1988 to administer the 
redress program. 

This past August, Anne Scotton, 
Executive Director of the JCRS, led a 
delegation of government and commu- 
nity representatives to Japan. Their 
goal? To meet with Japanese Canadi- 
ans who had been deported or repatri- 
ated to Japan following the Second 
World War and assist them with their 
applications for redress. In all, the 
Canadian government deported about 
4000 people to Japan; three-quarters of 
them were Canadian citizens and half 
had been born here. These people had 
already been relocated and interned in 
Canada for up to five years. 

The group visited nine cities and 
villages where they knew — from 
friends and relatives in Canada — that 


they would find eligible applicants for 
Japanese-Canadian redress. They held 
meetings in each place and, over the 
course of ten days, saw about 700 
people. 

The meetings were often emotional. 
Many of those present remembered the 
circumstances in which they had last 
seen Canadian officials, yet most 


expressed a feeling of relief that, for 
them, the War was at last over. 

As of November 1989, over 17 000 
applications for redress had been 
received and the JCRS had taken over 
25 000 calls from Canada and around 
the world; 8600 individual payments 
had been approved. 


Applicant (left) seeks redress from Canadian government. 
Massako Tsuchiya (centre) interprets for Anne Scotton (right). 
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Easing the integration process 


Immigration — it’s an important 
issue to Canadians. In fact, the 1986 
Census showed that one out of every 
six Canadians was born outside the 
country. Adapting to Canadian life 
can be especially challenging for the 
increasing number of immigrants — 
including refugees — whose language, 
religion and way of life are vastly 
different from those of many earlier 
migrants to Canada. 

Early in 1986, Health and Welfare 
Canada and Secretary of State, Multi- 
culturalism, established a task force to 
examine and report on the mental 
health stresses faced by immigrants 


and refugees. In addition to an exten- 
sive literature review, analysis of over 
100 written submissions and consulta- 
tions with provincial/territorial Health 
and Social Services officials, the Task 
Force conducted public hearings in 
Vancouver, Montreal and Toronto, at 
which oral and some written submis- 
sions were received from individuals 
and community organizations. 

The Task Force findings are 
documented in a publication entitled 
After the Door Has Been Opened. 
The 113-page report concludes that, 
while moving from one country and 
culture to another is inevitably 


stressful, it does not necessarily 
threaten mental health. When addi- 
tional pressures combine with the 
stress of migration, newcomers are 
more likely to be emotionally vulner- 
able. These pressures include negative 
public attitudes, separation from 
family and community, inability to 
speak French or English, and failure to 
find suitable employment. 

Following up on the recommenda- 
tions made by the Task Force, Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship Canada, 
on its own and jointly with organiza- 
tions such as Health and Welfare 


continued on page 13 
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Building a better Canada 


On March 21, 1960, 70 people 
demonstrating peacefully against 
apartheid were killed and more than 
180 wounded in Sharpeville, South 
Africa. Six years after the tragedy, the 
United Nations General Assembly 
passed a resolution proclaiming March 
21 the International Day for the Elimi- 
nation of Racial Discrimination. 

Last year, under the theme, “To- 
gether We’re Better: Let’s Eliminate 
Racial Discrimination in Canada”, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada prepared and distributed infor- 
mation kits containing a thematic 
poster, a “21 Things to Do” Brochure, 
a Multiculturalism Resource Guide, 
stickers and buttons. The Department 
also provided financial and technical 
assistance to a number of voluntary 
community organizations and associa- 
tions across the country to stage events 
and activities on March 21st. As a 
result, thousands of Canadians took 
part in commemorating the day, 
through schools, municipalities, 
government departments and religious 
organizations. 


Based on the success of this cam- 
paign, and the need for ongoing public 
education initiatives aimed at eliminat- 
ing racial discrimination, the Minister 
will be renewing his efforts to encour- 
age Canadians to mark the day in 
1990. A major new component of this 
year’s Campaign will be the launching 
of a national outdoor advertising 
campaign in several urban communi- 
ties across Canada. Organizers are 
confident that this campaign, which 
uses billboards and transit shelter ads, 
will reach an even greater number of 
Canadians than did last year’s. The 
department will be expanding its 
partnerships with institutions, other 
levels of government and community 
organizations to enlist their support in 
eliminating racial discrimination in 
Canada. 

Ensuring fair and equal treatment 
for people of every origin requires a 
personal commitment from all Canadi- 
ans. Help us build on last year’s 
momentum and enthusiasm by think- 
ing about ways that you can become 
part of March 21, 1990. 
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Standing committee reconvened 


The newly formed Standing Com- 
mittee on Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship held its first meeting in 
October 1989. Reconvened as a full 
parliamentary committee following 
approval by the House of Commons, 
the Standing Committee is moving 
quickly to ensure that multiculturalism 
issues are assigned high priority. 
Members of the Committee include 
Gus Mitges (Chairman), Jean-Pierre 
Hogue (Vice Chairman), Fernand 
Jourdenais, Shirley Maheu, Dennis 
Mills, Margaret Mitchell, Lee 
Richardson and Nicole Roy-Arcelin. 

The Committee’s original mandate 
— to encourage and monitor multicul- 
turalism practices in both policy and 


hiring in federal departments and 
agencies — has been expanded. 
Members will also be responsible for 
reviewing policies and programs in the 
areas of citizenship and related 
programs which offer opportunities for 


greater participation in the educational, | 


economic and social life of Canada. 

Initially, the Committee will focus 
on issues in race relations and citizen- 
ship. Its specific agenda in monitoring 
implementation of multiculturalism 
policy across government will be 
decided after the Minister tables the 
first Annual Report under the 
Canadian Multiculturalism Act, 
expected in February 1990. 


Introducing ... 


Ajit Mehat, the newly appointed 
Director of the Race Relations and Cross 
Cultural Understanding Directorate at 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, has a long history of personal 
and professional involvement in race 
relations and human rights issues. 

Ten years old when his family 
immigrated to Canada from India, 

Mr. Mehat spent his early years in the 
Vancouver suburb of Surrey, later 
graduating with a degree in psychology 
and a teaching certificate from the 
University of British Columbia. 
Recruited by the Public Service Com- 
mission right from university, his first 
job was as a personnel administrator for 


Health and Welfare Canada. 


From there, Mr. Mehat went to the 
British Columbia Human Rights 
Branch, where he served for five years 
as a Human Rights Officer. While living 
in Surrey, he was responsible for devel- 
oping one of the first neighbourhood 
action programs designed to encourage 
positive relations between the police, 


minority groups and the community. 


Mr. Mehat has also worked with the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission in 
its offices in Vancouver and Winnipeg, 
and most recently as Director of 
Regional Operations in Ottawa. — 

In his current position as Director of 
the Race Relations and Cross Cultural 
Understanding Directorate at Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada, Mr. 
Mehat is responsible for promoting an 
appreciation and acceptance of the 
principles of equality and multicultural- 
ism among Canadians. The Directorate 
is involved in public education and insti- 
tutional change programs in a variety of 
sectors, including education, justice, 
media, health and social services, and 
labour. It also supports research and 
training, and community-based activi- 
ties aimed at eliminating racial discrimi- 
nation and improving cross-cultural 
understanding. 


3 Partners 


One of the ways Multicultu- 
ralism and Citizenship Canada 
works towards the goal of st 
achieving equality for all Cana- 
dians is by joining forces with 
different sectors of society. _ 

In each issue of Together, © 
we will highlight some of the — 
initiatives of one of these part- 
nerships in action. This issue 
looks at several initiatives that 
the department has undertaken as 
jointly with representatives of. 2 
Canada’ s business community. = 
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More and more, the Canadian 
business community — from small 
businesses to national conglomerates 
— is recognizing that racial discrimi- 
nation and tension in the work force 
can hurt productivity and prevent 
employees from reaching their full 
potential. 

But the costs of a racially discrimi- 
natory working environment are only 
one side of the picture. Canada’s 
ethnocultural and visible minorities 
also represent significant economic 
resources and opportunities — as new 
entrepreneurs, client groups and 
markets in this country, and as a 
source of knowledge and expertise on 
other cultures for those who want to 
explore new markets, both at home 
and abroad. 

These issues were the subject of a 
“Good Race Relations is Good 


Galabrarng small business 


The entrepreneurial spiritis alive | 
and well in Canada: in fact, small 
businesses make up more than 98 per 
cent of all businesses in this country, 
and small business people are respon- 
sible for generating almost 30 per cent 
of all employment and two-thirds of all 
new jobs. 

From October 22 to 28 last year, the 
Federal Business Development Bank 
(FBDB) and the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce joined up to sponsor Small 
Business Week. An annual event for 
the past ten years, the week celebrates 
the many contributions of small 
business to the Canadian economy. 

The theme for Small Business Week 
1989, “Changing Markets in the ’90s”’, 
reflected the growing economic 
importance of Canada’s ethnocultural 
diversity — not only at home, but also 
in the global marketplace. 


Supported by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, ethnocultural 
advisory committees to the FBDB 
hosted a series of workshops, semi- 
nars, trade shows and networking 
events as part of the week’s activities. 
Keynote speakers at a series of six eth- 
nocultural business 
events across Canada 
included the Honourable 
Gerry Weiner, the 
Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, and 
Winnipeg Member of 
Parliament Dorothy 
Dobbie. The Honourable 
Tom Hockin, lead 
Minister for Small 
Business Week, ad- 
dressed the Ottawa event. 

A joint agreement 
recently concluded 


Business” presentation made last April 
by Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada to the Board of Trade of 
Metropolitan Toronto. The presenta- 
tion, which was well received, was of 
special interest to members of the 
Board’s newly formed Race Relations 
in Business sub-committee. Since its 
inception in January of 1989, the sub- 
committee has undertaken a variety of 
initiatives relating to race relations. 

The department is currently putting 
together a similar presentation as a 
video cassette to inform boards of 
trade, chambers of commerce, business 
and professional associations, and 
large and small businesses about how 
their interests can be served by being 
more aware of the opportunities and 
challenges posed by Canada’s multi- 
cultural diversity. It is due for release 
this spring. 


between Multiculturalism Canada and 
the Federal Business Development 
Bank will allow for the expansion of 
the ethnocultural business advisory 
committee network. Over 100 organi- 
zations are now associated. 
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Mr. Guy Lavigueur, Minister Weiner and 
Mr. Walter Schein. 
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Multiculturalism means business 


Cultural diversity is not only 
changing the face of Canada, it is also 
changing the Canadian marketplace. 
More and more, multiculturalism does 
mean business in this country. Con- 
sider, for example, the following 
statistics: 

+ Each year, Canada’s tourist trade 
contributes $20 billion to our gross 
domestic product. Studies show that 
the multicultural nature of Canadian 
society is a major attraction for people 
Visiting this country. 

¢ The purchasing power of Canadians 
of other than British or French back- 
grounds is estimated at $60 billion per 
year; in Toronto alone, the six largest 
ethnocultural minority groups had a 
total income of about $8 billion in 
1986. 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada wants to help Canadians 
explore the many business opportuni- 
ties that our multicultural diversity 


provides. Towards this end, the de- 
partment has collaborated with the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, the 
Federal Business Development Bank 
(FBDB) and the ethnocultural business 
community to produce a “first-of-its- 
kind” multicultural business directory. 
Officially launched at the Metro- 
politan Toronto Board of Trade 
during Small Business Week 1989, 
Multiculturalism Means Business — 
A Directory of Business Contacts 
contains over 250 listings divided into 
three sections: the first lists ethnocul- 
tural business associations; the second 
contains a list of the members of 
ethnocultural business advisory 
committees associated with the FBDB 
in five Canadian cities; and the third 
section lists bilateral business organi- 
zations specializing in trade between 


Canada and another country or region 
of the world. 

An indispensable tool for encourag- 
ing links in the Canadian and interna- 
tional business community, the 
directory is also a useful resource for 
those working in government and 
academia, and others who want to 
know more about Canada’s ethnocul- 
tural business community. 

So far, the directory has been 
distributed to business leaders, profes- 
sional and trade associations, and 
major Chambers of Commerce and 
Boards of Trade. 

Copies of the directory are available 
from: Publications Distribution, 
Communications Branch, Multi- 
culturalism and Citizenship Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OMS. 


Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada 


Multicutiuralisme et 
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COAST TO COAST 


A tribute to 
Jennifer Hodge 
De Silva 


On October 22, 1989, friends, 
family and colleagues gathered in 
Toronto to pay tribute to the life and 
legacy of Jennifer De Silva. The 
young Canadian film-maker, who died 
last year, will be remembered for 
many things — her artistic talent, a 
compassionate brand of feminism and 
a commitment to socially conscious 
film-making. 

One of Ms. De Silva’s first projects 
— a joint TVOntario - National Film 
Board production called Fields of 
Endless Day — chronicled the history 
of black people in Canada. In 1985, 
she produced two films for Neigh- 
bourhoods, a CBC-television series 
of half-hour documentaries shown in 
the Toronto area; one about the city of 
Montreal, the other about Toronto’s 
Kensington market district. Working 
as a consultant, Ms. De Silva partici- 
pated in the development of Inside 
Stories, a television series produced 
by Jenfilms with CBC, designed to 
give Canada’s ethnic and visible 
minorities a voice and a presence in 
mainstream broadcasting. 

Two of her best-known films are 
My Self, Your Self, an examination 
of racial stereotyping in the education 
system, and Home Feeling, which 
explores the feelings of oppression 
experienced by the black community 
in Toronto’s Jane-Finch area. 

A Toronto film company has 
started production of a documentary 
about Jennifer De Silva — the woman 
and the film-maker. Funded, in part, 
by Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, the film will feature many of 
the personal tributes made by her 
friends and colleagues at the October 
memorial in Toronto. It is due to be 
released in the summer of 1990. 
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Front row: D. Bartlett, 
A. Ayinde, C. Bartlett 

Middle row: Insp. Grandia, 

P. Michell, D. Dar, 

Back row: J, Sahota, 

H. Khan, V. Yip, M. Gee, Cpl Clarke 


Police work in Vancouver 


Last year, the Canadian Association 
of Chiefs of Police joined up with the 
Vancouver Police Force to sponsor an 
exciting new summer employment 
program for visible minority young 
people. Funded by Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, the project 
gave ten students from three 
Vancouver area community colleges 
the opportunity to take part in a special 
police training course. The objective of 
the program was to encourage visible 
minority youth to choose a career in 
police work. 

For a period of ten weeks, the 
participants — ranging in age from 
18 to 25 — got a “bird’s-eye view” of 
what police work is all about. For 
the first eight weeks, students assisted 
in regular day-patrol activities in 
each of the city’s four “sectors”. The 


remaining two weeks of the program 
were spent taking part in orientation 
activities in various other areas of the 
Department, including Marine Squad, 
Communications Centre, Identifica- 
tion, Traffic, Ethnic Liaison Units, 
Victim Witness Services Unit and 
Detective offices. Each student earned 
$300 per week during the training 
period. 

Members of the Vancouver Police 
Executive directed the program in 
conjunction with four community 
leaders from the city’s visible minority 
groups. All involved seem to agree 
that the pilot project was a great 
success. In fact, at last count, seven 
of the project’s first “graduates” 
indicated that they may return as 
regular members of the force. What 
better accolade? 


COAST TO COAST 


BORN ee 
Two conferences of interest 


Calgary was recently the site of two 
scholarly meetings focusing on issues 
in ethnicity, immigration and inter- 
group relations in Canada. Both 
conferences were supported by the 
Heritage Cultures and Languages 
Program of Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

From October 18 to 21 last year, the 
Canadian Ethnic Studies Association 
hosted its 10th Biennial Conference. 
Sponsored by the Research Unit for 
Canadian Ethnic Studies at the Univer- 
sity of Calgary and the Glenbow/ 
Alberta Institute, the Conference 
focused on two themes in the field of 
ethnicity. 

Under the umbrella theme “State of 
the Art”, speakers and panel members 
explored, among other things, the 
current state of research — in indi- 
vidual disciplines as well as on 
specific ethnic groups — dealing with 
themes such as women and ethnicity, 
ethnic literature, Native studies, human 
rights and education, aging, and 
religion and ethnicity. 


Topics presented under the theme 
“State of the Practice” bridged the con- 
cerns of academics and community 
activists. Participants discussed issues 
such as multiculturalism and interna- 
tional trade and mental health and 
social sciences. 


The Canadian Ethnic Studies 
Association is a national, interdisci- 
plinary organization which dissemi- 
nates scholarly information concerning 
ethnicity in Canada. In addition to 
hosting conferences, the Association 
publishes a journal and a regular 
information bulletin. 


See ee eee 
Learning from Canada 


While many in our own population 
may struggle to define and understand 
just what it is to be Canadian, academ- 
ics from abroad also ponder such 
questions and seek to learn from our 
experiences. 

The International Council for 
Canadian Studies (ICCS), bringing 
together an international community of 
some 4000 academics in the social 
sciences and humanities who study, 
teach and write about Canada, recently 
held its executive committee meeting 
in Ottawa. There the Council’s 
President, Jean-Michel Lacroix, a 
professor at France’s Sorbonne, 
illustrated some of the reasons the 
ICCS has for promoting and 


disseminating the results of confer- 
ences, and research by “Canadianists”. 

“Canadians”, according to Lacroix, 
“are skilled social problem-solvers 
with lessons to teach the world about 
bilingualism, multiculturalism and 
peace.” 

President-elect Hans-Josef 
Nierderche, a professor at the West 
German University of Trier concurred. 
While Canada is not the mythical wild 
west many Germans picture, “the 
reality — a cultural mosaic — is just 
as interesting”. Nierderche marvelled 
at the Canadian ability to appreciate 
the positive aspects of immigration, 
while Lacroix pointed to the language 
issues stating “Every time I come to 


Coinciding with the Association’s 
meeting was the International 
Symposium on Cultural Develop- 
ment and Cultural Migration, 
sponsored as one of the “official” 
activities of the United Nations World 
Decade for Cultural Development. 

The theme of the Symposium was 
“Migration and the Transformation of 
Cultures in Canada”. Participants — 
including distinguished scholars from 
Canada and abroad — explored the 
influence of migration on the country’s 
nation-building process, with special 
emphasis on such issues as the ten- 
sions between migrating cultures, and 
established immigrant and aboriginal 
cultures. 

Participants also had the opportu- 
nity to take part in a variety of comple- 
mentary cultural activities, including a 
visit to the Stoney Indian Reserve and 
a public reading by writers from 
various cultural backgrounds, notably 
Henry Kreisel, Rohinton Mistry, 
Marco Micone and Miriam 
Waddington. 


Canada there is some new develop- 
ment in the French-language ques- 
tion.” Lacroix also noted that “Canada 
has never been involved in a major 
conflict” and called the peacekeeping 
role “typically Canadian”. 

Allan Artibise of the University of 
British Columbia, past president of 
ICCS underlined Canada’s multicul- 
tural nature as a force which has 
pushed Canadians to learn the art of 
consensus. Thus, while Canadians 
continue this learning process, aca- 
demics of ICCS from their vantage 
points in different countries try to learn 
along with us. 
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Professional development in the arts 


From performing and script writing 
to technical assistance and administra- 
tion, a variety of specialized programs 
around the country are helping Canadi- 
ans from ethnic minorities get valuable 
experience in virtually every aspect of 
the performing arts. Many receive 
support from Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. Here are just a 
few. 

This year, The Young People’s 
Theatre in Toronto is sponsoring a 
new “artist-in-residence” program to 
help train five young people from 
visible minority groups in all aspects 
of theatre. The objective of the one- 
year program is to add to the pool of 
actors from these groups who can 
compete successfully in mainstream 
theatre. 

Chosen through a Canada-wide 
competition, participants will have the 
opportunity to learn about technical 
production, acting, movement and 
directing. The artists-in-residence will 
also research and collaborate on a 
script presenting positive attitudes 
towards multiculturalism. The play is 
to be included among the school 
productions of Young People’s 
Theatre’s 1990-1991 season. 


In Vancouver, the Firehall Theatre 
Company has established a Multi- 
Heritage Theatre Company to help 
in the professional development of 
performers from minority back- 
grounds, as well as in their search for 
work. 

Professional artists/instructors 
conduct workshops to provide partici- 
pants with basic training in theatre 
technique, speech, movement, singing, 
improvisation, comedy, and script 
analysis and development. 

As part of its 1988-1989 season, the 
Company mounted four full-scale 
productions and six stage readings 
designed to promote new plays which 
reflect the multicultural reality of 
Canada. 

This past August in Saskatoon, a 
cast of 41 young performers came 
together to celebrate the energy, 
harmony and diversity of Canada in 
The Canadian Heritage Festival 
1989. The performers, who repre- 
sented 17 different heritage back- 
grounds and every 
region of the 


country, included actors, singers, 
mime artists, dancers and musicians. 
Taking the audience through a “typi- 
cal” day in Canada, they filled the 
stage with a panoply of Canadian 
images: urban executives catching 
commuter trains; uniformed school- 
girls with knee-high socks and knap- 
sacks; fleet-footed mothers pushing 
baby carriages; an assortment of 
athletes, including a golf pro and 
aerobic devotees; and many more. 

Held in a different province each 
year, this annual showcase of perform- 
ing folk arts also provides a forum for 
professional training and exchange for 
young artists through a series of 
workshops that focus on all aspects of 
performance. 


DIVERSITAS 


There was good reason to choose 
Vancouver as the setting for 
DIVERSITAS, Heritage Canada’s 
16th national conference. Not only is 
it a city of unparalleled natural beauty, 
but Vancouver is also rich in cultural 
diversity — its almost 1 400 000 
residents belong to a least 62 different 
ethnocultural groups, all of which have 
put their mark on the city. 

And that’s what DIVERSITAS was 
all about — Canada’s increasing 
ethnic diversity and how it is changing 
the built environment. From October 
26 to 28, 1989, conference delegates 
attended forums and panel discussions 
to exchange ideas on such topics as the 
history of ethnic architecture, ethnic 
expression in contemporary 
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Canada, has undertaken a number of 
initiatives designed to increase the 
cultural sensitivity of health and 
social service providers responding 
to immigrants’ and refugees’ needs. 
They include: 

¢ a study on the feasibility of estab- 
lishing centres of excellence for: 

1) research on issues affecting immi- 
grant mental health, 2) cross-cultural 
training, and 3) information 
exchange; 

¢ funding for a variety of non- 
governmental organization (NGO) 


COAST TO COAST 


architecture and preservation, and 
planning to enhance diversity in a 
multicultural society. 

A number of well-known personali- 
ties participated as panel members to 
consider the impact of Canada’s 
growing ethnic diversity on the 
country’s environment and identity, 
and to offer their views on how to 
effectively plan for change. Partici- 
pants included Mary Collins (Member 
of Parliament for Capilano-Howe 
Sound) representing the Honourable 
Gerry Weiner, Rosemary Brown 
(writer, first black woman to hold 
elected office in Canada), Pierre 
Berton (journalist, historian and media 


activities, such as cross-cultural 
training for professionals, regional 
workshops and a national conference 
on multicultural health; and 

* circulating the Task Force report to 
relevant provincial, territorial and 
federal ministers. 

Health and Welfare Canada is 
undertaking a number of other initia- 
tives aimed at easing the integration 
process. They include: 

* sponsoring a workshop for experts 
working in the field to develop 
priorities for research in the area of 


personality) and David Crombie 
(former federal cabinet minister and 
mayor of Toronto, now responsible for 
the development of Toronto’s 
Harbourfront). 

But it definitely wasn’t all talk — 
conference delegates had the chance to 
see at first hand how Vancouver is 
meeting the challenge of its own 
diversity. “Extra-curricular” activities 
included a visit to a classical Chinese 
garden, a tour of the grand Ismaili 
Mosque and other opportunities to 
explore Vancouver’s cultural heritage. 
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cross-cultural mental health, 

* cO-sponsoring a symposium on 
mental health issues affecting immi- 
grant and refugee children, together 
with the Province of Ontario, and 

¢ funding research by the Canadian 
Centre for Victims of Torture on how 
torture affects the mental health of 
refugees and effective strategies for 
treating victims. 

Copies of the Task Force report are 
available from: Publications Distribu- 
tion, Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OMS. 


SHOWCASE 


Publications 
in brief ... 


Arab-Canadian Writing: Stories, 
Memoirs, and Reminiscences, Edited 
by Kamal A. Rostom; York Press Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1172, Fredericton, New 
Brunswick E3B 5C8; 1989; ISBN 0- 
919966-72-1. 


Worlds Apart: New Immigrant 
Voices, by Milly Charon; Cormorant 
Books, R.R. 1, Dunvegan, Ontario 
KOC 1J0; 1989; ISBN 0-920953-11-5. 


On Guard For Thee: War, 
Ethnicity, and the Canadian State, 
1939-1945, by Norman Hillmer, 
Bohdan Kordan and Lubomyr Luciuk; 
Canadian Committee for the History of 
the Second World War; Canadian 
Government Publishing Centre, Supply 
and Services Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 089; 1988; ISBN 0-660-12749-0. 


Italians in Toronto: Development 
of a National Identity 1875 - 1935, by 
John E. Zucchi; McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, Kingston and 
Montreal; 1988; ISBN 0-7735-0653-5. 


La Différence. Comment I’écrire? 
Comment la vivre?, by Gina Stoiciu 
and Odette Brosseau; Humanitas- 
nouvelle optique, 5780, avenue 
Decelles, Montreal, Quebec H3S 2C7; 
1989; ISBN 2-89396-006-5. 
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A film produced by Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship Canada, 
Canadian Portraits vividly illustrates 
the multicultural nature of Canada’s 
past, present and future. 

Accompanied by a user’s guide, the 
film is designed to appeal to a wide 
cross-section of Canadians. For senior 
elementary and high school students 
— still in the process of formulating 
their ideas and learning to understand 
others — the film will be a useful tool 
for stimulating discussion and aware- 
ness of topics such as multiculturalism, 
ethnic identity and being Canadian. 

Community-based organizations 
such as the YM-YWCA, the Canadian 
Red Cross Society, faith groups, and 
ethnocultural groups will all benefit 
from seeing this film. Plans are also 
under way to show the film to a 
general television audience. 

The film is available from all 
National Film Board outlets across the 
country. 


Towards 1992 


The year 1992 will be a memorable 
one in Canadian history — it marks 
the 125th birthday of Confederation. 
Plans for celebrating this important 
milestone are already well under way. 

The Department of the Secretary of 
State has produced a video that is 
designed to give communities some 
ideas about how they can get involved 
in the celebrations. 

Presented in a newscast style 
format, the 28-minute video focuses on 
the “Moving Towards 1992” confer- 
ence held in Ottawa last October. 
Almost 500 delegates representing 
community groups and organizations 
from coast to coast took part in the 
three day “idea extravaganza”. The 
video was distributed for broadcast to 
over 250 cable TV networks across the 
country. 

Some of the topics covered in the 
video are: 
¢ a brief retrospective of the 1967 
centennial celebrations, 

* an outline of the various events to be 
celebrated in 1992 (for example, 
Canada’s 125th anniversary, 
Montreal’s 350th birthday, the centen- 
nial of Ukrainian settlement in 
Canada), 

* areport suggesting events which 
communities of varying sizes can 
organize, and 

¢ the need to obtain corporate sponsor- 
ship for activities and events. 

An eight- to ten-minute video, 
condensed from the half-hour version, 
is available as a promotional tool for 
communities to take to potential 
sponsors. 


SHOWCASE 


Reach for the sky 


Last spring, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada launched a public 
education campaign to enlist the help 
of all Canadians in fighting discrimi- 
nation. Many of these activities were 
centred on March 21, the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination. 

As part of the campaign, Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada — 
together with Smith Corona Ltd. — 
sponsored a contest inviting teens to 
submit a poem, story, essay, picture or 
song on the theme “Together We’re 
Better”. An announcement of the 
contest appeared in the March 1989 
issue of TG Magazine, a monthly 
publication aimed at teenagers. 

The response was enthusiastic — 
more than 300 young people from 
across the country wrote in describing 


their thoughts on racial discrimination. 


Maryjane Viejo — now a first-year 
student at York University — won the 
contest’s grand prize, a Smith Corona 
word processor. She wrote the lyrics 
and music for a song entitled “Reach 
for the Sky”. 


Left to right: Minister Weiner, Maryjane Viejo and Mitsou 


Working with professional song- 
writer/producer Eddie Schwartz, 
Maryjane recently finalized a “studio- 
quality” rendition of her song. Quebec 
pop-star Mitsou was enlisted to record 
the French-language version of 
Maryjane’s song (“Coeur sans fron- 
tières””). She and Maryjane promoted 
the song and the “let’s eliminate racial 
discrimination in Canada” initiative at 
a special assembly at Maryjane’s high 
school last December. 

In addition to receiving extensive 
media exposure, “Reach for the Sky” 
will be featured in promotional 
activities for the 1990 campaign to 
eliminate racial discrimination. 

Twenty contest “runners-up” 
received Smith Corona typewriters for 
their creative endeavours. The 
winning entries will be featured in 
upcoming issues of TG Magazine and 
in a special promotional booklet to be 
distributed nationally. 

Building on the interest of last year, 
a new contest in TG Magazine will be 
featured in the March 21, 1990 
campaign. 


Starting the New 
Year right 


Whether it’s pictorial, chock full of 
information, or both, a multicultural 
calendar can be a daily reminder of 
Canada’s diverse and exciting cultural 
heritage. Two of these calendars have 
come to our attention and details about 
them are provided below for your 
information. Let us know if there are 
others that you think should be 
included in an upcoming issue. 

Our Multicultural Heritage 1990 
— The Multicultural History Society 
of Ontario, 43 Queen’s Park Crescent 
East, Toronto, Ontario MSS 2C3, 
(416) 979-2973 ($7.95 plus $1 postage 
and handling; 20 per cent discount for 
orders of 10 or more). 

The Multifaith Calendar — Cana- 
dian Ecumenical Action, 1410 W. 12th 
Avenue, Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6H 1M8, (604) 469-1164 ($7.95 plus 
$1.50 postage and handling; discounts 
for orders of 10 or more). 
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Research update 


There’s a great deal of research 
activity going on that relates to issues 
in the field of multiculturalism. 
Included below are brief synopses of a 
few of the research publications 
currently available from Multicultural- 
ism and Citizenship Canada that may 
be of interest to our readers. 

Canadian Studies Resource 
Guide: Multiculturalism in Canada, 
by Jean Burnet (bilingual), 1988, 27 p. 

One in a series of seven resource 
guides on different aspects of Cana- 
dian studies, the publication is 
designed for readers first coming to 
multiculturalism as a new area of 
study. It provides an overview of the 
subject, a commentary on significant 
works and suggestions for further 
reading, and lists other sources 
including microfilm, audio-visual and 
computer-based sources. 


Multicultural Canada: A 
Graphic Overview, by Policy and 
Research Directorate, Multiculturalism 
Sector (bilingual), 1989, 97 p. 

This publication presents a series of 
graphs, with data, describing Canada’s 
ethnic and linguistic diversity. It is in- 
tended to serve as an introduction to 
data reflecting multiculturalism in 
Canada and as a resource for presenta- 
tions on multiculturalism. 

Tourism and Multiculturalism: 
Impact of Ethnocultural Attractions 
and Events, by Pierre Bellerose and 
Jean Pelletier (bilingual), April 1988, 
15: p: 

In preparation for the National 
Conference on Tourism, Culture and 
Multiculturalism which took place in 
April 1988, the Centre d’études du 
tourisme (CET) conducted a study 
dealing with the impact on tourism of 
ethnocultural events and attractions. 
Focusing on both large and small 
urban centres in six different 
provinces, the study compares eight 
ethnic festivals with respect to 
organization, programming, visitors 
and their economic impact, social 
impacts, links with tourism, and the 
regional dimension. 


Ethnocultural Entrepreneurship: 
An Overview and Annotated 
Bibliography, by Asoka Mendis, 
October 1989, 52 p. 

Drawing from a wide range of 
sources — including academic books 
and journals, theses, periodicals and 
government publications — this report 
provides a summary and an annotated 
bibliography of recent theoretical, 
empirical and historical literature, 
describing the effect of ethnocultural 
minority entrepreneurs on the econ- 
omy and the problems they are 
confronted with. It also suggests areas 
for future research on ethnocultural 
entrepreneurship. 


Together is published four times a year by Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. Your comments 
and enquiries are invited. Please address all correspondence or requests for additional copies to: 


Together 


J. Phillip Nicholson Consultants Inc. 


234 Argyle Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K2P 1B9 

(613) 238-4184 


The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. 
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